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Inscriptions written in
the old Slavic language
were discovered in
Preslavl, the former
capital of Bulgaria – the
inscriptions were made
on the walls and ceramic
plates of the Church of
Simeon (893–927). The
inscriptions included
only three lines: the
upper one was made in

Glagolitic alphabet while
the lower two were writ-
ten in Cyrillic. The date –
the year 
893 – is clearly noted in
one place. Ostromir’s
New Testament is the
ancient exactly dated
text. Two scribes
rewrote it on assignment
of Novgorod ruler
Ostromir in 1056–1057.

The oldest dateless
manuscript was written
in the Glagolitic alphabet
and dates back to the
tenth century. The avail-
able ancient texts allow
to analyze in detail each
letter of Cyrillic and
Glagolitic alphabets and
to trace the evolution of
the kindred Slavic
alphabets.
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